INTRODUCTION
That current interest in machine-readable serial records is running high is evidenced by the recent establishment of the Ad Hoc Serials Discussion Group, the questionnaire from the ARL Ad Hoc Committee on MachineBased Serial Records, and various union lists of serials projects. There is recognition of the inability of libraries to support unilateral conversion of serial records to machine-readable form and of the undesirability of creating uncoordinated data bases which are compatible neither in bibliographic data nor machine format.
NEW DEVELOPMENTS
Three recent developments, while all directed towards standardization, are nevertheless adding to the confusion of those libraries which, singly or in groups, are attempting to determine how best to acquire the required serials data base.
These three developments are: ( 1) the MARC Serials Distribution Service ( MARC-S); ( 2) the International Standard Bibliographic Description for Serials (ISBD-S); and (3) the National Serials Data Program ( NSDP). Each of these efforts has a somewhat different goal, operates within different constraints, and is to some degree in conflict with the other two.
MARC Serials Distribution Service
The MARC Distribution Service distributes machine-readable records for all Library of Congress ( LC) serials in roman alphabet languages given printed card cataloging since February 1, 1973 . Romanized records for serials in nonroman alphabets will be added in the fall of 1973. Records for recataloged serials are also included. The goal of MARC-S is the creation of multipurpose machine-readable serial records, with standard catalog data in the MARC serials format, for LC's own data base and for dissemination to libraries and related communities. 1 These records follow the Anglo-American Cataloging Rules (AACR), with superimposition of entries established under earlier rules. 2 Consideration is being given to· abandonment of superimposition. Approximately 3,000 serial titles in LC's Main Reading Room and Science Reading Room collections have been converted to MARC and will be made available for distribution as soon as possible. E~'Pansion of the service to a phased conversion of records for retrospective but active titles would be most desirable, beginning with some identifiable and widely useful subset. Expansion would require both space and funds and a determination of priorities between automation of New Serial Titles and progress towards a comprehensive data base for LC current serial receipts.
National Serials Data Program
The NSDP is the United States national center of UNISIST' s International Serials Data System ( ISDS), which has sole responsibility for controlling the assignment of the International Standard Serial Number ( ISSN). To NSDP is delegated responsibility for the assignment of the ISSN to serials published in the United States. Serials published outside the U.S. are assigned by the appropriate national center or by the international center in Paris.
Besides its ISDS responsibility, NSDP has as a prime objective the provision of a data base of serial publications for the three national libraries (Library of Congress, National Agricultural Library, and National Library of Medicine) . The program is aimed to be of benefit to the national user community, including libraries, subscription agencies, publishers, and abstracting and indexing services.
As set forth in the ISDS guidelines, ISDS centers will develop and maintain national registers of serial publications, containing all the necessary information for the identification of the serials. The international center is to distribute a printed register (in ISSN and title sequences) as well as a machine file of all titles, including a regular supplement. NSDP plans to publish similar registers containing a subset of the international register. NSDP must follow the ISDS guidelines in providing to the international center a set of data elements considered essential for identification of the serial. Certain other elements are defined as optional ISDS elements. NSDP has defined certain additional elements as needed for the national record. International Standards Organization (ISO) standards must be followed where applicable.
International Standard Bibliographic Description for Serials
The ISBD-S defines the elements necessary for the identification of serials, assigns an order to these elements in the entry 1 and specifies the punctuation designating these elements. 3 The ISBD-S, as a descriptive catalog record only, is not concerned with access points to the record (i.e., entries).
It is not a machine format, though its standard order of elements and standard punctuation greatly assist the machine identification (i.e., format recognition) of the various elements. The work of the Working Group on the International Bibliographic Description for Serials of the International Federation of Library Associations has been completed and will soon be published. This document will be subject to revision following a period of study and/ or use by IFLA member organizations. The ISBD-S will be put into practice by LC when it is accepted by the American Library Association and incorporated into the Anglo-American Cataloging Rules.
COMPARISON OF DATA CONTENT: MARC-S, NSDP, and ISBD-S Entry
MARC-S: LC practice in choice of entry (author/title vs. title) based on AACR 6A--6C, is followed. The form of entry is that used by the Library of Congress 1 i.e., AACR with superimposition. When main entry is under author, the author is usually omitted from the title field.
NSDP: The ISDS includes no name entry, main or added, in its essential or additional data elements. Names are included in the key title under certain circumstances. However, NSDP has added "Author Entries" as an essential national data element, along with a means of indicating the AACR main entry. These author entries are established by NSDP following AACR form of entry without superimposition, and an authority file is maintained to relate variant forms of entry used by the national libraries to the NSDP form.
ISBD-S: ISBD-S (like ISBD-M) is not concerned with entry. It does not preclude main or added entries, but provides a description that does not depend on entry for identification. An author statement follows the title, unless the author is part of the distinctive title or there is no author.
Title and Statement of Authorship
MARC-S: The title is transcribed from the title page according to AACR. Subtitles are omitted unless necessary for the identification of the publication. The author statement is omitted when the author appears in substantially the same form in the main entry or when there is no author. The MARC format provides an additional field for "Title as It Appears on the Piece," but this field is not included in MARC-S records at the present time.
NSDP: The key title is the title as it appears on the piece. It may include the issuing body when the name is grammatically, typographically, or visually linked to the rest of the title or when it is needed to make a generic title distinctive. In addition, it may be modified by place and/ or date of publication to make it unique.
NSDP assigns a new ISSN and creates a new record when the wording of the key title changes. • • "Minor" changes, including prepositions and spelling changes that may significantly change filing, do not result in a new record or ISSN. Where the author or issuing body changes, no new record is created unless the author is part of the key title. Because a new record means a new key title and new ISSN, the determination as to whether a ti· tie change is to result in a new record may only be made by the official ISDS agency. When the author statement is not grammatically linked to the title and the title is a "generic" term, the author statement is added to the title but separated from it by a dash. The interpretation of generic is limited, according to the ISDS guidelines, to terms denoting the kind and/ or periodicity of a publication. ' A study of the differences in practice between LC and NSDP with respect to creating new records for change of title is attached.
ISBD-S: The ISBD-S "distinctive" title is essentially the same as the NSDP key title with the important differences that it need not be unique, and that it is always followed by an author statement unless the author is part of the distinctive title or there is no author. Therefore, there is no requirement for centralized determination of the distinctive title. This determination can be performed by any library or any other organization by applying the ISBD-S rules.
This paper does not attempt to point out all the differences among the three systems. It may be noted, however, that there are differences in the romanization schemes used by LC and NSDP, since NSDP uses ISO romanization tables and LC uses ALA romanization tables. 0 0 • NSDP also uses the country code being developed under ISO while MARC-S uses the country codes approved by the three national libraries. However, it is likely that when the ISO code becomes a standard, it may be adopted for MARC-S. Perusal of the records for serials in the Main Reading Room Collection points up certain practices that are operative in Serial Record (SR) Cataloging Section with respect to making new entries for change of title. These practices do not necessarily correspond with NSDP's practice, based on ISDS guidelines, in assigning new key titles.
The basic rule that a change in the wording of a title results in a new record is applicable to both operations. The difference comes in the exceptions to the basic rule. NSDP assigns a new key title when nouns or adjectives are added, changed, or deleted, based almost entirely on the difference in the words. It does not change key title when only a preposition or a conjunction is changed, nor when the change affects only a subtitle. NSDP appears to prefer a less strict interpretation of the change of wording rule prescribed by ISDS. SR, while making a new entry for "major" wording changes, tends to retain the old entry (adding a title varies note) in more cases. A change in scope appears to be a more significant factor than the wording. Where no change in scope is involved, the determination to change is made on the basis of how closely the two entries would file. 
